
A Brief Overview of the Areopagus Ministry in 2016 

As we are approaching the end of 2016, we are grateful for the 

many ways in which the Lord has blessed the ministry of the 

Areopagus Centre during this year.  

On the educational side, we have been able to see encouraging 

results in several areas: our Master’s program in theology and 

social work has reached 15 years of uninterrupted evangelical 
presence in the West University of Timisoara; the ‘Faith and 

Profession’ project has completed a series of very inspiring 

meetings focusing on visual arts and has started a new series 

on literature; a similar project has offered specialized training 

to young people who intend to work in the field of politics; sev-
eral of our public events have addressed specific theological or 

social issues (including a conference on biblical parenting and 

similar conference on dealing with emotions); 35 students have 

taken part in our counselling program (two levels); around 50 

students have received training in our Institute of Family Ther-

apy (four different levels); 10 students have taken regular Ro-
manian language classes; several books and booklets on coun-

selling issues have been translated; six issues of Cambridge 
Papers have also been translated and distributed; library ser-

vices have been offered to the public; etc. 

In the social care programs, we have also seen several signifi-

cant results: our day centre for HIV-positive young people has 
received national accreditation; approx. 25 HIV-positive indi-

viduals (including their families) have benefitted from our so-

cial program this year; after-school tuition has been offered on 

a regular basis to a total of approx. 30 children from socially 

disadvantaged backgrounds (to our encouragement, all four 

teenagers who took a high-school entrance exam have succeed-
ed!); we have been able get involved in a cross-national EU pro-

gram which assists professionals working with juvenile violence 

(mainly gangs); etc. 

We are fully aware that all this work has been possible only by 

God’s grace and through the prayerful and practical involve-
ment of many of you. We pray that the Lord will continue to 

bless you and reward you for all your encouragement and sup-

port. 
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Areopagus Institute of Family Therapy – 10 years anniversary  

On the 12th of December 2016, we celebrated the beginning of 

an important chapter in the history of our centre, namely the 

official accreditation of the Areopagus Institute of Family Ther-

apy and Systemic Practice as a professional institution able to 

provide post-graduate training in family and couple therapy. 
Reflecting on this ten years journey, we realize that there is a 

lot to celebrate. First, we would like to thank God for His pro-

tection and guidance throughout all the stages of our work, 

being grateful for victories and lessons learnt during difficul-

ties. As such, it is important to mention the effort and dedica-

tion of our colleagues, trainers and students as well. Without 
team effort, this would have not been possible. We also cele-

brate the over 100 graduates, professionals from various fields, 

who have successfully completed the training programme at 

our institute. Most of them are now working with couples and 

families in hospitals, schools, charities, NGO’s or private prac-
tices. We are so proud of them! It was an honour for us to have 

worked with them, to share their passion and to rejoice now in 

their stories of success about bringing healing and hope in the 

lives of people who go through suffering. We look forward to 

new encounters and to welcoming new professionals commit-

ted to embark on this adventure of personal and professional 
growth. 

HIV Prevention in High schools 

In April and May 2016 the staff CRIS-DU Areopagus Day Cen-

tre for HIV+ Persons co-ordinated and participated in a preven-

tion and information campaign in five high schools in 
Timisoara. The aim was to prevent the transmition of HIV in a 

vulnerable group by informing them about how the virus 

works, what are the many ways in which they can be infected 

and also about what it is like to live with HIV/AIDS and all the 

stereotypes surrounding this issue. We worked with volunteers 
from the Medicine and Pharmacy University in Timisoara, and 

reached a total of 440 students who are considered to be in the 

at-risk age group (14-18 years of age) because of many factors, 

the most important one being the dramatic increase of drug 

use in Romania in the last 5 years. The students were curious, 

interested and cooperative. 

 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

The Areopagus Team 

 

Please direct any support for the Areopagus Center to: 

Areopagus Romania Foundation 

Attn: John Livingston 

11949 Arbor Run Drive, Walton, KY 41094-9562 


