Areopagus’ 20th Anniversary

November 10 was undoubtedly the highlight of this year for the Areopagus Centre. It was the day when we cele-
brated 20 years of activity. A day when we interrupted our daily routine in order to be with our friends and partners
and, together with them, to take a good look at our past and present, but also to try to think about our future. We
found countless reasons to be grateful to God and to all those who, in so many different ways, have supported and
continue to support our ministry. Whether we think of the many influential opinion makers who have become our

friends, or the hundreds of university students who have

been registered with our master’s program, or those who =
have been trained in biblical counselling or in family % 7
therapy, or have attended our forums and seminars, or
have benefitted of our language classes, library services,
and specialized publications, or the scores of profession-
al groups who have had the chance to reflect on the rela-
tionship between their faith and their profession, or
whether we think of the less privileged groups who have
received social support at individual or family level, we
cannot but realise that the impact of the Areopagus min-
istry has gone so far beyond what we could have envis-
aged two decades ago.

We were honoured to have almost 100 participants at the event , including representatives of our partner organisa-
tions, key supporters of our ministry, as well as children
who are the beneficiaries of our social programs (and
who brightened up the atmosphere with their songs!).
We were particularly honoured to have, as a special
guest and speaker for the event, one of our good friends,
Horia Roman Patapievici - arguably the most influential
public figure currently in Romania. In addition to his
address during the actual anniversary, he kindly accept-
ed our invitation to stay with us for another day, so that
on November 11 he offered a truly historic presentation,
at Areopagus, about the Christian roots of European and
world civilization, a presentation which has inspired us §

to find renewed motivation and vision for the future of
Areopagus. Children from our social programmes singing at the event

In conclusion, for all that has happened and for all that continues to unfold, we can only say, in the words of the Re-
formers of 500 years ago, soli Deo Gloria!

Alexandru Neagoe, President of the Areopagus Centre




Biblical Counselling Training— This year, a third
group of over 20 finished their training in biblical
counselling. We are grateful for their commitment
and efforts to complete the two-year programme.
This training is offered in partnership with Grace Fel-
lowship Church from Kentucky, USA, and it has been |
a blessing for many Romanian churches. Early next
year, we will begin the training of another group of
students. We are grateful for people’s response to this
program and for their desire to study and understand
how God’s word applies to our daily circumstances.

Cambridge Papers- Thanks to our partnership with
Sallux (ECPM Foundation) from Brussels, Belgium,
we have been able to continue translating into Roma-
nian articles published by Jubilee Centre from Cam-
bridge. The articles address issues of great interest
from a Christian perspective, and invite Christians to
develop Christian thinking on topics such as identity, church and society, Christians and politics, ethics, values, etc.
This year, the Areopagus Centre has published six new articles. So far, thirty articles have been translated and dis-
seminated to Romanian churches from Romania and Europe.

The Areopagus Centre had the great honour of re-
ceiving the visit of His Excellency, Mr. Paul Brum-
mell, the Ambassador of the United Kingdom in
Romania. His Excellency learned about Areopagus’
history and connection with the UK and appreciated
very much our Romanian language and cultural pro- |
gram for foreigners, which has been running for
more than 18 years.

Areopagus has continued the HIV prevention cam-
paigns in various schools from Timis County. This
year we reached over 500 high school students.

At the same time, we carried on with our regular
meetings with the HIV-positive group, offering indi-
vidual and group counselling, a bag of groceries per
month, visits at the HIV ward of Victor Babes Hospital, etc.

Another group of twenty professionals in the area of psychology completed their postgraduate studies in Systemic
Family Psychotherapy at Areopagus.

The Areopagus Team at Areopagus’ 20th
Anniversary!

Merry Christmas and a Happy New

Year!
The Areopagus Team
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