
 

Dear Friends, 

 As another year draws to a close, we find ourselves reflecting on its many challenges and blessings. 

This year was marked by uncertainty, fear, and worry, yet also moments of joy that renew our hope in 

our Saviour. These glimpses of grace remind us that this world is not our forever home; we are here for a 

limited time and a divine purpose. 

 At Areopagus, this perspective shapes our ministry. In 

times like these, we are called to make a difference in people’s 

lives—not just on a human level, but also in ways that point to 

eternal truths. 

 This year ends against the backdrop of social unrest, 
political instability, and strained relationships due to political 

divisions. Romania recently held its first round of presidential 

elections on November 24, with a second round initially 

scheduled for December 8. In the end, this process was 

cancelled by the authorities, amid allegations of interference to 

favour a particular candidate. 

 While this political crisis deeply saddens us, we remain focused on 

serving the true Kingdom—a Kingdom not of this world, with values and 

principles that transcend human failings. We humbly ask for your prayers 

for Romania, for its people, and for the selection of its next president. 

 On an organisational level, we are grateful to God for His grace and 
provision, which have enabled us to continue our educational and social 

programmes. We are particularly blessed to welcome a new team member, 

Alina Cretu. Alina, who recently returned to Romania after living in the 

USA for more than a decade, has been an answer to our prayers. Her 

energy and dedication have been a tremendous blessing to the children in 

our social programmes. 

 From hosting high-level academic discussions to providing food for 

the poor, from equipping laypeople in Biblical Counselling to training 

professionals in family therapy or in social work, Areopagus remains 

committed to its mission with passion and love for those we serve. 

 Through God’s grace, we have continued to provide food nearly every week to over 30 families in 
Timisoara and nearby villages. This practical support is 

received with deep gratitude by those in need, and we are 

thankful for every opportunity to also share the Bread of Life 

with the children in our tutoring programme and the 

volunteers who mentor them. 

 We want to express our heartfelt gratitude for your 
prayers and support throughout this year. Your partnership 

makes it possible for us to continue this journey of faith and 

service. We warmly invite you to walk alongside us as we step 

into a new year, trusting in God’s guidance and provision. 
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For direct donations to Areopagus Center please visit our webpage.  

Also, follow us on Facebook for more information and updates on our social projects. 

Please direct any support for the Areopagus Centre to: 

Areopagus Romania Trust 

11 The Croft, Pinner, Middx. HA5 5EX  
For more information, a gift aid form or a covenant form please write to the same address.  

ART is a UK Registered Charity; No. 1064613  

A Word of Hope  

Claudia and her family live in a rundown house, 50 kilometres from 

Timișoara, without running water or a bathroom. They have eight 

children—some of them go to school, others to kindergarten, while the 

youngest stay with their mother, who doesn’t work. The father struggles 

to find steady work because his lack of education and skills leave him 
with only poorly paid day labour, which is the only way the family can 

afford to put food on the table. Their needs are overwhelming, and often, 

it feels like our help isn't enough, but it means the world to them. Every 

time we show up at their door, it’s a relief.  

 We're committed to making sure the children get an education, 

stay in school, and have the opportunity to build a future that’s different 
from their parents'—as well as providing better living conditions. It’s a 

long, hard journey with no quick wins, but it can make a lasting impact 

on their lives. Many people give up too soon because they don’t see 

immediate results, but this is where the real change happens. 

 In the picture, there are two of Claudia’s children who live in 
conditions you wouldn’t think exist in an EU country. Yet, this is the 

harsh reality for over 1.5 million Romanian children at risk of poverty and social exclusion. 

 As we reflect at the end of the year, let’s remember to be grateful for everything we have, for our 

loved ones, and to share what we can with those who are less fortunate. 

 
A Word of Gratitude 
 We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our 

generous donors who made it possible to remodel one of the 

offices affected by dampness and mould. This was a long and 

costly project, and we could not have completed it without your 

support. Thanks to your contributions, our students now study 

in a safe and clean environment, and our colleagues can work 

in healthy conditions.  

 Furthermore, your generosity allowed us to replace the 

library computer that manages the database for our collection 

of over 85,000 books. While it may not seem like a significant 

issue to some, for us, it was an essential need and a 

considerable financial burden. Thanks to your support, we can 

continue to maintain and grow our library efficiently.  

 

A Word of Greeting 

 They say all news is bad news – or fake news! 

In such a context, and in such times, Christmas is the perfect 

season to remember that this does not have to be the case: 
 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you 

good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 

in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 

the Messiah, the Lord (Luke 2:10-11).  

As we approach this unique season of the year, we are thinking 

of you and praying that the joy and peace of our Saviour’s birth will fill your hearts, minds, and homes! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Caroling with our beneficiaries 

Newly renovated office 

Two of Claudia’s children 
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